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Cutting baseboard to length in old homes can 
be challenging. The floors are always off level, and, 
most of the time, the casement moldings around all 
the doors are out of plumb too. Rarely is the cut angle 
90 degrees where the baseboard meets the casing.

This simple jig allows you to scribe the angle cut to 
the baseboard for a tight joint. It’s easy to make on site by 
notching a piece of scrap. Line it up against the casing, 

as shown in the photos here.  No angle finders. No math. 
Just fast and simple. 

Mike Gelsomino is a second-generation carpenter, who works 
alongside his father, Fino, and his older brother, Joe, in their 
company, Gelsomino Brothers Home Remodeling, based in New 
Rochelle, N.Y. For more good carpentry tricks and techniques, 
follow Mike on Instagram @mikebuildstuff.
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Send us your tips: JLC, in partnership with our sister 
publication Tools of the Trade and Milwaukee Tools, is 
giving away a power tool each issue to the reader who 
sends us the best trade tip. (Next month, we’ll give 
away a Milwaukee M18 Fuel 81/4-inch table saw, shown 
at right.) Send tips to JLC-Editorial@hanleywood.com 
with “Trade Tip” in the subject line. Any building 
trade qualifies. Don’t sweat the grammar or writing; 
that’s what JLC editors get paid for. But please send us 
high-quality photos, and, if needed, a rough sketch to 
explain your tip.


