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READERS’ TIPS
Best techniques from the field

Send Us Your Tips

We want your best deck-building tips. We’re partnering with DeWalt 
to give away a power tool each issue to the reader who sends the 
best tip to prodeck@hanleywood.com. The prize for the August 2017 
issue is a compact 20-volt brushless reciprocating-saw kit. So, write 
up those tips. Don’t sweat the grammar or the spelling—that’s what 
editors get paid for. Take a photo (your camera’s best setting, please), 
or send a sketch on the back of a napkin.  
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We trim most of the composite 
decks we build with picture-

frame borders, in a color that contrasts 
with the field decking. At the corners 
of such borders, many deck builders 
simply cut miter joints, and while these 
look good at first, they don’t look good 
for long. As much as composite deck-
ing and PVC trim moves, shifts, shrinks, 
and expands with changes in humid-
ity and temperature, those perfectly cut 
mitered corners can look terrible in just  
a matter of days. 

That’s why we try not to use mitered 
corners on composite decks as much 
as possible. For example, at 90-degree 
corners, we prefer to install the border 
decking in an alternating herringbone 
pattern (1). 

When there are angles that are any-
thing other than 90 degrees, we use what 
we’ve come to call “anti-miter” joints (2). 
And when trimming stairs, we typically 
square-cut the risers (3). (We still install 
fascia with mitered corners, because 
most of the fascia we use, which tends 

to be cupped, looks better that way.)
Nobody likes to look at the core of a 

composite deck board or PVC trim board, 
though. So we bring a sample of the deck-
ing or trim that we’re using to Lowe’s 
and ask the store to color-match it with 
an exterior paint, which we then use to 
touch up the end cuts so they blend in 
with the rest of the decking. It’s almost 
always dead-on.  ❖

James Baldwin owns SelectDecks,  
in Morgantown, W.Va.

No-Miter Method for Trimming Corners
by James Baldwin
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