
56 Professional Deck Builder • November 2013

DAY’S END
Focus on good design and clever construction

I’ve been building decks for 20 years, 
but the concept for my signature “walls 

of floating windows” originated before I 
started my current business. It happened 
quite by accident, during a remodel of 
my own home about 25 years ago. The 
contractor had mistakenly ordered a set 
of windows that didn’t match up; and 
rather than returning them or storing 
them, I used them to create a whimsi-
cal privacy wall to shield my deck from 
close-proximity neighbors. For my cus-
tomers’ decks, I build and glaze the win-
dows myself, using tempered glass when 
required by code.

Claudia Schmutzler owns Windsor Decks & 
Gardens (windsordecksandgardens.com) in 
Corona del Mar, Calif. 

Window Whimsy
by Claudia Schmutzler


